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LIVING ISSUES OF THE REFORMATION 


By Dr. Hans Lilje - Hanover. 


The end of the war, though greeted with immense relief by 
millions and millions of people, did not bring with it a general 
feeling of security. For it revealed the chaotic state of the 
world. Europe, shattered, with ruins all over the continent, is 
just a symbol of the spiritual breakdown of our generation. More 
than superficial reasons must be given if one tries to explain why 
the minds and consciences of so many people could be darkened to 
such an appalling extent. No complex reports of political in 
trigues and madness would make a convincing story. It is the 
spiritual and metaphysical impoverishment which lies behind all 
these political events and without which the European tragedy 
could never be understood. 


But the questions of the future trouble us still more. Huge 
problems of reconstruction rise before our eyes. Whoever has seen 
the destroyed cities of Europe, these vast areas covered with ruins, 
the endless processions of "displaced persons" seeking their old 
homes or looking for new ones, realizes that the task of leading the 
world back to real peace calls for more than mere political routine. 
In view of these problems it is ridiculous to think of the old re- 
cipes of political parties or the economic programs of the past, 
Important as all these plans may be (which may very well go beyond 
human possibilities), they will not meet the real need of the hour. 
The rebirth of Europe must be a spiritual one. 


This is the reason why so many people think of Christianity 
and the Church as the greatest source of hope. It is not because 
the history of Europe is based upon the Christian Church, but be- 
cause the Church proved to be the only rock of resistance, that they 
think of the Church as a living reality. 


But is the Church a living reality ? Was she not responsible 
for the moral and spiritual breakdown, because she proved to be weak 
and inefficient ? And is not the tale being told over and over 
again that the Churches of the Reformation - and most of all the 
Lutheran Church - made certain political developments possible be- 
cause they were so closely (too closely) connected with those 
political systems which caused all the trouble in the world ? 


It was one of the great European writers, the Christian 
thinker Mereshkovskij, who concluded a very able book about Luthor 
in stating his conviction thus : "If the Christian Churches have a 
way into the future, it will be the way of Martin Luther." It 
seems that he is right. 
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Speaking from the point of view of the historian, this pic- 
ture is, of course, entirely- wrong. For centuries there was no 
Christian thinker who spoke ss vigorously against the princes of 
Europe as did Luther. If ever there was a man who opposed all 
arbitrary rulers, it wis Martin Luther, because he taught them to 
look upon their kingship as a responsibility to God, and if ever a 
man taught the subjects about their ultimate freedom, again it was 
Luther, because he showed them that whosoever lives in the fear of 
God is free of the fear of man. No dictatorship is possible where 
people think and live along the lines of the Reformation. For they 
know that God is above all earthly rulers. Therefore it is wrong 
to bestow unlimited earthly power upon a single human being, and it 
is blasphemous to attribute divine or semi-divine dignity to a mor- 
tal being or to the state. Dictatorship and arbitrary rule, with 
all the brutality and injustice which go with them, are simply the © 
final product of a political ideology which has lost contact with 
God. The political rebirth of Europe will be impossible unless 
the divine orders of political life, as presented by the Reform- 
ation, are rediscovered. 


But this implies one more rediscovery. The most tragic 
event in the inner history of Europe is the change in the outlook 
upon man. This change in the fate of man in the modern world 
makes a stirring story. For, when the European mind slowly drifted 
away from its Christian heritage, it lost more and more the idea of 
what man is in this world. The outlines of human personality grew 
dimmer and dimmer, until they eventually disappeared. The mael- 
strom of the big, modern mass-movements submerged all life of the 
individual; this process of mass-disintegration seemed to be as 
unaware of man's fate as an earthquake or some other catastrophe of 
nature. It goes without saying that this development leaves no 
room for personal happiness, and it does not make much difference 
whether this personal happiness is overthrown by an omnipotent state 
or by totalitarian warfare or by an all-embracing social machinery. 
When Luther fought his religious struggle in his early days, he 
realized that he stood in uitimate loneliness before God Himself. 
Nobody could take his place. This taught him one fundamental 
lesson about the life of man: Lonely, utterly lonely, he will meet 
the hour of his death, nobody can then take his place because every- 
body has to die for himself. But the same is true in life. No- 
body can take my place, I have to live my own life, because God is 
talking to me and because I am responsible to Him for all I do and 
for how I live. This insight means the beginning of real personal 
life, for it is the only basis for real personal responsibility. 

And no moral life is possible without this personal responsibility. 
If the nations of Europe are to be able to reconstruct the political 
and social order of their continent, they must be taught that it is 
no longer possible to hand over one's own personal responsibility 
to the state or the community. This was the very mentality which 
led whole nations into disaster. Only if all of us realize that 
there are orders of God, holy commandments, which we have to obey, 
only then can a moral rebirth of Europe take place. 


It is a long way for tne European mind from spiritual under- 
nourishment and religious poverty to the fullness of the Christian 
faith as represented in the Reformation. The men of that age knew 
the great mystery of life - namely, that no human endeavour can 
bring about this personal existence and fulfil our ultimate res- 
ponsibility, but that all is God's gift to mankind. That is what. 
they called God's Grace, and that is the reason why they believed 
in Jesus Christ who made this Grace of God visible in this world. 


But this conception of man would be incomplete if it were 
to be understood in an individualistic way. There is a third re- 
discovery to be made. If we try to obey God's commandments, we 
are not led into those vague generalities which seem to be the in- 
evitable result of all secularized ideologies. It ‘is not some ab- 
stract conception of some social unit or group or class which is 
the point of orientation for my social duties, but the living per- 
son at my side - my neighbour, my colleague, my father, my son, my 
fellow-being, whether he be fortunate or in misery, gifted or 
stupid, rich or poor. This is why every single sentence which 
Luther wrote about man's social duties sound, up to this very day, 
after more than four centuries, so refreshing and invigorating, 

and this is what makes life interesting and adventurous, that our 
` social duties are no longer only theories, but that they become 
real, extremely real. We in Europe should be lost and doomed to 
ultimate disaster if we were not to discover the fellow-man at our 
side who needs our love and help, because he is homeless and de=- 
prived of his belongings, and because we must help each other. 
"We must become each other's Christ" is one of the great sayings 
of the Reformation, and we could scarcely find a more vigorous 
formula for the social duties which lie before us. 


There is so much which could make the Reformation a living 
thing even in our days and a divine light might shine upon the dark 
paths of our generation, if we rediscover its fundamental truth. 


THE WAR IS OVER, BUT BATTLES ARE RAGING STILL. 


The Battle for Life and the Battie for Righteousness are 
still being fought in Germany. 


(A Report by Rev. S. C. Michelfelder, D.D.). 


I have just returned from a 2,500-mile trip through the 
three Zones of Germany. It has taken three weeks. I have not 
been in Germany for five months, and one can see a definite change. 
The German is ambitious. Give him half a chance and will repair 
his damaged house and rebuild his store building. Everywhere one 
could see women and men gathering up bricks in the ruins and piling 
them up in neat piles. Huge steam shovels were loading the rubbish 
into trucks. The trucks were hauling the debris to a dump near the 
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railway tracks. It was then loaded on freight cars and hauled into 
the country to be dumped, where archeologists 5,000 years from’now 
may dig again to study the history of the Teutons by rescuing a 
broken dish or a doll's head or a fragment of a bomb. TE 28 SULL 
a mess, but these systematic Germans are beginning to got. some order 
even in the ruins. 


The Battle for Survival. 


Self-preservation is still the first law of nature everywhere, 
It will be a battle to survive at all in Germany. Looking at the 
fields one can see that there is hope for a bountiful harvest. Women 
and girls are working hard from morning until into the night. One 
sees about 6 women for every man, and most of the men are either very 
old or mere boys. They were just planting beets, which will be fod O 
to the oxen or cows. They are mowing every patch of grass and mak- 
ing hay. Their gardens are green with vegetables - lettuce, spin- 
ach, tomatoes. Not a square foot is left unplanted where there is 
good soil to produce. They are all worried by the fact that there 
is no commercial fertilizer. Fertilizer cannot be produced until 
they get more coal. Coal cannot be produced unless they get more 
man=-power. Man-power cannot be used unless they get enough food. 
Thus it comes down to the one simple but difficult problem of bread. 
The people are undernourished. 


, The casual visitor will say that there is no evidence of mass 
starvation. Pictures of children do not show them hollow-cheeked 
and scrawny. The dead are not lying in the streets. But go into 
the places where they live and you will sce the battlefield where 
mothers are fighting against starvation by making use of everything 
that has a calory of food value, There is soup, soup, and more 
soup, but soup without meat and fat. Imitation coffee without 
sugar or milk. The new ration of bread provides only three slices 
of coarse black bread a day. © 


Children are hungry. I saw them eat the extra meal that is 
provided in some communities by the "Hilfswerk" of the church, Here 
the children who show the greatest need of supplementary food, as 
determined by a physician, may come for a meal a day during two 
weeks, I saw some of these children eating some of the oatmeal 
which was purchased with money from their Lutheran friends in America, 
We are fortunate to locate 27,000 boxes of Quaker Oats in Switzer- 
land. One pastor told me that he was given a few boxes of this 
oatmeal just the day before Easter. He was so excited about this 
little gift that he could hardly keep his mind on his Easter sermon. 
You see, there was a special reason. They were expecting a new 
baby at their house and this oatmeal would help his wife to keep up 
her strength to nurse her baby and even help to keep the baby alive. 


I saw dozens of refugee children who had been kept alive with 
this extra food which was made available through the generosity and 
mercy of their benefactors in America. When I told them that hun- 
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dreds of tons of meat were on the way from Luebec right then, they 
beamed with delight. I told them that the Christian people of 
America cared so much that they were raising much money and ship- 
ping thousands of tons of food and clothing, so that they could 
keep warm and grow up like other boys and girls. I spoke to con- 
gregations and Sunday Schools in several places and the reaction 
was the same. Some of them told me afterward that this was the 
first time they had heard that anyone outside of Germany cared 
whether they would survive or perish. With tears in their eyes 
many parents crowded about me after these meetings and told me 
that this ray of hope gave them new courage. 


More than ever I am now convinced that we must give material 
aid in greater quantities now, before it is too late, Bread to-day 
in Germany has social and spiritual significance. Undernourished 
people can easily be made the victims of a new dictator or some 
other form of totalitarianism. Certainly they need Bibles and 
catechisms and prayer-books and hymnals. But it is ironic to give 
a man a Bible when he needs. bread. The fourth petition of the 
Lord's Prayer - "Give us this day our daily bread" - does come be- 
fore the petition for forgiveness and resistance against temptation 
and evil. This battle in Germany will be won by those forces who 
come with bread. We must believe that love is a greater force than 
ASN The nation and the people who come with love will win this 

attle. 


Yes, I know, there are those who say that is sentimental. 
I know where that kind of criticism comes from. I am ready to take 
my full share of responsibility if this approach is sentimental. 
I shall feel very happy in the company of Him who was criticized 
for the same approach. Those who would criticize us for this ap- 
proach would find fault with God Himself for being a God of Love. 
They would disapprove of the Lord's actions every time "He was, 
moved with compassion," Call that approach sentimental, and you 
might as well take down every cross and burn every hymnal and for- 
get about "Love Divine, all love excelling." This battle against 
the enemies of the Church and God must be fought not only in Ger- 
many, but in Sweden and the United States and Canada and the utter- 
most parts of the earth. 


The Battle for Righteousness. 


The real battles for liberation ended in Germany and Japan. 
I have not visited Japan, but I have visited Germany three times 
since the war. This time I had time to talk to the people and meet 
with the pastors. I went into Germany as an ambassador for Jesus 
Christ and His Church, to learn how we could help them rebuild the 
broken walls of a new Church which was alive to human souls. As 
in my pastoral work in America, I came away strengthened in my 
faith by those I came to help. Who am I to come to a man who has 
been in concentration camp for his refusal to bow his knee to a 
modern idol called Hitler. These modern martyrs know what and in 
Whom they believe. They have been tried in the "furnace of 
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affliction." They have been chastened and cleansed. They know 
their Bibles and their Lord. They are preaching sermons, not 
"book reviews". They are evangelizing as never before. I talked 


to one man who, like many, refused to take a discharge as a prison- 
er of war because they wanted to stay with their men to whom they 
could minister the Means of Grace. I heard an Ascension Day ser- 
mon by the discharged chief Chaplain of Rommel's army, which kept, 
me spell-bound as I heard-him speak of the Victory of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. The whole world should have heard that sermon. I 
heard a sermon in a barracks church in Stuttgart which minced no 
words in confessing the guilt of Germany in its century of prepara- 
tion for the neo-paganism which came to fruit in Hitler's temporary 
enslavement of the bodies, minds, and souls of the German people. 
These men know what demons were unchained and brought the Kingdom 
of Hell on Earth. 


Now the idols of Germany are broken down. The Allied ArmicM 
‘saw to that. I never saw a swastika in all Germany except on the 
. German money which is still in use. Nowhere is there a picture or 
statue of Hitler. Not one street or "Platz" is named after a Nazi 
leader. Seldom does anyone even mention the name of Hitler or any 
‘of his gang. They have little interest in the trial at Nürnberg. 


'- Most of them think that these men should have been judged guilty 


long ago. They cannot understand the long drawn out process of 
allowing these men to strut as national heroes or whimpering cowards 
who are trying to save their worthless hides. The God-fearing 
people are trying to get some help and support in de-nazifying their 
©- own children who have been the victims of the Nazi regime. They 
realize they will have a hard time doing it, but it must be done if 
Central Europe is to be saved for Christ and His Kingdom. Hitler 
‘won these young people in a few short years, Is Christ less power 
ful than Hitler ? Has the Church ever asked for anything but an 
opportunity to erangelize ? Christian soldiers must unite in this 
new battle against the "Devil, the world, and the flesh." We need 
“no new Gospel, but we need new methods. Luther threw an ink-pot © 
at what he thought was the devil. Christian: people must not only 
throw the ink-pot, but ship-loads of Bibles, catechisms, prayer- 

` books, and hymnals, with ship-loads of paper, so that the new 
generation of Prophets in Germany may win the battle for Christ. 
Germany is ready to listen. The battle for life and the battle for 
righteousness can be won if we now as Christian allies go forth to 
battle as we did to destroy Hitler and his Third Reich. 


Why pay so much attention to Germany, you may ask ? The soul 
of a German is no more dear to God than the soul of a Japanese or an 
Italian. That is true. But Germany today is still the battle- 
front of this new warfare. We dare not allow the pagan ideals of 
Bolshevism to win the heart of Europe. Potsdam has decreed that 
there: shall be new boundaries and that Germans from Roumania, Hun- 
gary, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Russia, Poland, must all be returned 
to Germany. There is no talk now of "Lebensraum". Ten million 
or more people are now refugees or "displaced persons" in a. shrunken 
Germany. Four occupying armies of four different nations are run- 
ning the affairs of the German state and the German people. The 
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political, economic, and spiritual future of a CREME will depend 
on who wins these battles today. ; 


The World Council of Churches and the Battle of the Century. 


Here in Geneva the World Council of Churches, now in process 
of formation, is co-ordinating the work of Protestantism. Here 
representatives of the great Protestant churches of the world are 
working together to provide the sinews of war: for this battle. 

Last fall we realized that we must help not only in spiritual mat- 
ters, but in material aid as well. The great sympathetic heart of 
the Christian people of the world must be given an outlet to help. 
Thank God, the Material Aid Division of the Department of Recon- 
struction is functioning efficiently. Now we must not think that 
man can live by bread alone. Having kept these people physically 
alive, we must see that they do not perish spiritually. This is 

a co-operative work for all Christians. It must be co-ordinated. 
We dare not work in competition. There must be a master strategy, 
just as there was in the battle to win the war. No ohe will ask 
Lutherans or Reformed or Presbyterians, or even Roman Catholics, to 
water down their confessions to meet a least common denominator. 
Each of us has a battle-station against evil. We are marching 
along together. Lutherans of the world must unite but co- 
operate as we never have before. May God give us the courage and 
wisdom to win this battle for Him. 


Comments on "News Bulletin" 
and 
News from Correspondents 


Rev. L. H. Leske, S.Australia : - A Lutheran World Convention "News 
Bulletin" is a long overdue necessity. Now, with practically all 
Lutheran churches the world over affiliated with it, the L.W.C. has 
the needed scope and outlook for such a venture. ... The only way 
it can interpret this ecumenical cutlook and the trends of the "Holy 
Christian Church" for the benefit of the whole Lutheran Church is 

by means of a News Service. ... Those of us here in Australia who 
are rather isolated need it all the more. ... We are anxious to 
co-operate with you to the best of our ability. - We publish the 
news in "The Lutheran Herald". - We are moving to get the news into 
other papers - church papers, secular papers, and even "dailies". 
Photos are also welcome.-+ Once a month is sufficient now, as long 
as special issues of particular interest will appear from time to 
time." 
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News items in the order in which they are of interest.to 
Australian Lutherans are as follows : - 


l. Lutheran World Convention News - Activities in TATAA 
-tion - Youth Work - Social and Deaconess Work - 
Stewardship - Evangelization - Mission Work; 


2. Ecumenical Developments; 

3. Theological Trends; 

4. Famous Lutheran Personalities; 
5. Church Life in Other Countries. 


Denmark: Excerpts from 1946 Yearbook (as translated by Miss B. @ 
Wilhjelm, Geneva): - 


Gifts : General Whitsuntide Offering Dan.Kr. 433) 978.64 


General Gifts 287341. 9 

For a church in Norway 2,268.5 
" Finland 

" food for Norway 30,109.76 


Special gifts for Russia, France, 

Spain, Holland, Slo- 

vakia, Poland, Fin- 

land, Germany, ane 

oaea oc ea ee 5,168.91 
For "Adoption" scheme for Finland 177 5575-97 


The Report points out that it is with a sense of deep 
gratitude that Denmark finds itself among the "giving" countries, 
in spite of what it suffered. 


Dr. Hutten, Correspondent in Germany : "Reports from the "News 
Bulletin" are used in our Evangelical Press correspondence. This 


goes to the church papers as well as to the "dailies" in the Amer- 
ican Zone. We are now planning to make this service available for 
all Germany. 


The hunger for news in Germany is heightened by the years of 
exclusion from contacts with the outside world. The shortage of 
paper makes it difficult for us to print all that we should. I 
would appreciate getting the "News Bulletin" every two weeks, and 
as soon as we get more opportunity to obtain more paper, we could 
use such a Bulletin service weekly. Our interest lies almost 
equally in Church Life in other Countries, Social Welfare pro- 
grams, Ecumenical Developments, and Lutheran Convention news. Then, 
we would like news in the following order of priority:- Theological 
Trends; Young People's Work; Missionary Activities; Famous: Lu- 
theran Personalities; Educational Institutions; Sunday Schools. 
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Rev. J. P. Van Heest, Correspondent for Holland : - "With great 
thankfulness we received the News Bulletins of the Lutheran World 
Convention, and we rejoice in this contact with the Lutheran 
World Church. We, for our part, will pass on the most noteworthy 
acts and facts relating to our Church. 


Though our Lutheran Church is a small one, perhaps it will 
interest the greater Lutheran churches in other countries to know 
how we try to obey our vocation. 


Thus, a small castle has been hired in the centre of our 
country, in a wooded, hilly region. It has to serve as a confer- 
ence place. Here conferences will be held to deepen the spiritual 
life and the insight into the importance of the Lutheran Confession 
in all the important matters of life. Here also our youth can = 
literally - pitch their tents. Much has been robbed by the Ger- 
mans, but I think they'll manage to make do. 


At our Synod in June a proposal will be made to establish a 
new community in the village of Ede, where this conference-place is 
situated. ~ 


At the same Synod the community of Zeist - a daughter-parish 
of the community in the town of Utrecht, - will be declared indepen- 
dent. In the last twenty-five years six new parishes or daughter- 
parishes have been established - which is a quite noticeable growth 
if you take into consideration the fact that our church has only 
50 parishes in all. 


As regards the question as to what kind of news we should 
like to receive, I will answer that it would be very interesting 
and instructive to know something about the evangelization methods 
of the Lutheran Churches in other countries." 


Rev. Toivo Harjunpää, Correspondent for Finland : - "The Finnish 
Lutheran Church is working under fairly normal circumstances. We 


expect problems in connection with Carelian evacuees, and great 
difficulties in the destroyed Northern Province where the past win- 
ter has been more difficult than any in recent years. Tens of 
thousands of people have returned to the ruins, where they spent a 
long winter under great hardships. Some new church barracks are 
now beginning to arrive from Sweden. Some American Lutheran 
clothing - about 44,500 kilos - arrived recently and was distributed 
through the church; likewise about 1,000 kilos of shoes and, by 
your order, 1,700 kilos of tinned food. All was received with the 
greatest gratitude. Two Lutheran pastors were sent in April, by 
Finland's Archbishop, as official delegates for three months to the 
U.S.A. and Canada, to thank the Lutheran churches on behalf of the 
Finnish Church, and to bring brotherly greetings and to strengthen 
the spiritual ties between these churches. They have received an 
enthusiastic welcome. The Finnish Lutheran Church is greatly in- 
terested in a stronger union of ecumenical Lutheranism. Visits of 
your Lutheran churchmen here are considered very desirable. The 
Lutheran News Bulletin is appreciated here." (Extract from telegram). 
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Bishop Ordass, Correspondent in Hungary : - (Translation) A news-. 
paper - "Uj Harangszo - Orszagos Evangelikus eam - for June 2, 


1946, contains reprints and comments on the “News Bulletins", under 
the heading "The Church and the World". It also expresses.delight 
at this new service of the L.W.C., quoting the interview of 

.,Mr. Hoover with your reporter, and the statistics referring to 

‘the number of Lutherans throughout the world, 


Pastor Friedrich Wabnitz, Correspondent in Italy : - "We are 
ready to work together in this new undertaking ... we realize, 
however, that we Lutherans here in Italy are still on the receiving 
end. ... Our number in this country is limited to about 5,000. To- 
gether with the Waldensian Protestants, we count less than 1% of the 
population. - There is a total of 40,000 Evangelicals (Waldensian 
Lutherans, Reformed etc.). - We have used the news items from the 
"Bulletin" ih our Prisoners of War work. - The pictures of the Lu- 
therans at Presinge and the map showing "Post-War Migrations" were 
shown to POW pastors. We have no church paper. Our Italian 
papers will not accept news of Protestant churches." 


Dr. Paul Empie, Correspondent in U.S.A. : - About 40 Lutherans 
were among the 89 Protestant refugees who arrived in New York on 

May 20 aboard the transport 'Marine Flasher', after a 9-day crossing 
of the Atlantic from Bremerhaven, Germany. They were among the 

795 aliens who composed the first group of immigrants to enter the 
United States under President Truman's directive of December 22,1945. 


The Lutheran immigrants, mainly Latvians, were met by Dr.C.E. 
Krumbholz, executive secretary of the Division of Welfare of the 
National Lutheran Council, whose office has been assigned the task 
of settling them in this country. Assisting Dr. Krumbholz were 
the Rev. Louis Sanjek, in charge of prisoner-of-war work for the © 
National Lutheran Council, and the Rev. Walter Pura,of Hoboken, N.J»; 
a former Esthonian, who served as interpreters. Miss- Lillian Fran- 
zen, of the Lutheran Welfare Council of New York, also lent her 
services. 


The Protestant group was taken to a reception centre prepared 
at the International Centre of the YWCA, where the American Christian 
Committee for Refugees, acting in behalf of the Joint Christian Com- 
mittee for Displaced Persons .- of which Dr. Krumbholz is chairman - 
conducted personal interviews with the immigrants. The latter com- 
mittee represents all Protestant churches. 


All the Lutherans are being referred to the Division of Wel- 
fare, which will work out individual resettlement problems with 
them, taking into consideration their family situation, vocational 
background, and their own plans, ' 
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Dr. Krumbholz said that the Division of Welfare is seeking 
places to settle the immigrants on farms and in small communities 
where, it is felt, a better opportunity exists for a livelihood 
than in the large cities. 


Some of the refugees were provided with temporary lodgings 
for a few days at a New York hotel; others were sent to a summer 
camp in upper New York state, which has been loaned to the Joint 
Christian Committee for Displaced Persons by the Quakers. 


Protestant children among the sixty-seven orphans who arrived 
with the first group were met by representatives of the United States 
Committee for the Care of European Children. Boys and girls of the 
Lutheran faith will be referred to the Division of Welfare, which 
will provide places for them in foster homes or institutions, 
through the placement bureaus of Lutheran welfare agencies through- 
out the country. 


Other groups of immigrants are expected to arrive in the 
United States from time to time during the summer months, including 
additional numbers of Lutherans. To guarantee their transport- 
ation and other expenses connected with their coming, the American 
Section of the Lutheran World Convention advanced $100,000 toward 
a corporate affidavit being provided by the Church World Service of 
the World Council of Churches. 


Lutheran bodies recorded both the largest gain and the lar- 
gest loss in Protestant Church membership, according to statistics 
of 55 ma `r denominations compiled "for 1946" by the Christian 
Herald. The Augustana Synod is credited with an increase of 
114,103 members, while the Joint Synod of Wisconsin noted a decrease 
of 65,395 members in a survey published in the June issue of the 
undenominational monthly. 


Six Lutheran bodies are represented in the Christian Herald's 
list of 55 church groups having 50,000 or more members. Of these, 
in addition to the Augustana Synod, the Missouri Synod reported a 
gain of 37,479 members, the United Lutheran Church 29,617, and the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church 25,873. The American Lutheran Church 
did not submit a new report. 


The Christian Herald Survey reveals a net gain in American 
church membership of 1,076,153, giving a grand total of 71,700,142 
as compared to the 70,623,989 members reported by the 55 denomina- 
tions in the 1945 Yearbook of American Churches issued by the 
Federal Council of Churches. 


Net Protestant gain for the year, according to the Herald, 
was 507,167. Net Roman Catholic gain was 543,970. The Jewish 
Congregations took no survey and their membership stands as it was 
in 1945, at 4,641,200. 
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l In publishing the results of its survey, the Christian 
Herald announced that it was again assuming the task of official 
reporter on church membership statistics in the United States, tak- 
ing over the annual survey from the Federal Council. The magazine 
made the survey from 1932 to 1939, and then the Federal Council took 
over until 1945. i 


Following is a table of Lutheran statistics, as given in the 
Christian Herald, with the addition (in parenthesis) of the year 
which the 1945 figures actually cover. 


Religious Body Members Members 
1946 1945 

American Lutheran 584,499 584,499 (44) 

Augustana Synod 487,266 373,163 (43) 

Norwegian Lutheran 620,907 595,034 (43) © 
Missouri Synod 1,394,134 1,356,655 (44) 

Wisconsin Synod 259,097 ARE (43) 

United Lutheran 1,719,821 1,690,204 (43) 


. Washington, D.C. - The Post Office Department announced on 
May 28th that gift parcels will be accepted for delivery to the 
United States Zone of Germany, except the Berlin Sector, as from 
June 1st. 


Parcels may not exceed eleven pounds or 72 inches in length 
and girth combined. Only one each week may be sent by one person 
to the same addressee. 


Contents are limited to essential relief items such as non- 
perishable foods, clothing, soap, and medicines. No writing or 
printed matter may be included. The rate is fourteen cents a pound. 


Parcels and customs declarations must be marked "gift parcel" 
and the value and contents stated on the customs declarations, 


Geneva. - An honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity has been 
conferred by the University of Bratislava on the Rev. Clifford Ansgar 
Nelson, who is on leave from Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in St.Paul, 
Minn., to serve as a representative in Europe of the American Sec- 
tion of the Lutheran World Convention, 


Pastor Nelson received the honour at the conclusion of a tour 
of Lutheran churches in Slovakia, during which he spoke in more than 
a dozen churches and discussed relief needs in that: country with 
Lutheran leaders. 
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Rome. - The Deaconess! Home of the Lutheran Church in Rome 
has appealed for two more deaconesses from Germany. 


When he was in Italy for a study trip, the deaconesses gave 
Dr. J. Hutchison Cockburn, director of the Reconstruction Department 
of the World Council of Churches, a letter expressing their needs. 
"We are a little dispirited, not knowing how to get in touch with 
the rector of the motherhouse in Kaiserswerth to ask if at least 
two more deaconesses can be sent. Will you please give aid by 
bringing this request to the Pastor of Luttichau ?" Dr. Cockburn 
has sent the letter on its way. 


Warsaw. - Not only do the Lutherans in Warsaw face the task 
of raising $50,000 to repair one of the two remaining buildings of 
».the original 17, but they must do it fast, 


Werner T. Wickstrom, Reconstruction Department secretary, 
World Council of Churches, went with a committee to the Minister of 
Reconstruction and to the Prime Minister to ask that a confiscation 
order be rescinded. It has been temporarily, at least. But the 
fear still hangs over the members. The city authorities had said 
that unless the building was in good condition in six months, it 
would be taken over. and repaired and kept until such time as the 
rents had repaid the repair costs. 


. France. - Young and old worked together to make a wooden 
church to take the place of their destroyed church in Merlenbach- 
Freyming, Lorraine. The Augsburg Confession Church is now holding 
services in a small wooden hall provided by the French government; 
the. interior was paid for by the Merlenbach coal owners. But it is 
the small hand-made touches which make it "home" for them. 


Pastor A. Wohlfahrt, in a letter to Göte Hedenquist of the 
Reconstruction Department, World Council of Churches, says: "The 
altar is made from rough tree trunks, the lectern and font from the 
trunk of the. birch tree which had to be cut down to make room for 
. the wooden church. Some of my miner parishioners made the candle- 
«sticks; . another parishioner painted the windows in imitation of 
stained glass," ; 
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Athens, = The German Protestant Church in Athens now 
has no congregation. On his study-visit there, Dr. J. Hutchison 
Cockburn, director of the Reconstruction Department of the W.C.C., 
found that the church is cared for by the British, who hold army 
services there. 
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German Prisoners of War. - Nearly 1 million religious books 
and booklets have been distributed among prisoners of war (German) 
both in the U.S. and abroad by the Lutheran Commission for Prisoners 
of War, joint project of the National Lutheran Council and the Mis- 
souri Synod, it was announced here by Pastor Louis Sanjek, who is 
in charge of the Commission's New York book depository. 


American Section - Lutheran World Convention 
Presents a Resolution for the consideration 
of other Lutherans. ® 


"To the Provisional Committee of the World Council of Churches 
A Petition concerning Confessional Representation 
Presented by Abdel Ross Wentz 


Permit me to present to this Committee the petition of a 
group of Churches with which I am associated in the work of the Lu- 
theran World Convention. It is a petition asking this Committee to 
propose to the First Assembly of the World Council of Churches an 
amendment to the provisional constitution. The desired amendment 
refers to the allocation of seats in the Assembly (Const.V,1) and 
the allocation of seats in the Central Committee(V,2). 


The Churches uniting in this petition are the Lutheran Churches 
in America which have already accepted the invitation to become mem- 
bers of the World Council, namely, the United Lutheran Church in 
America and the Augustana Synod, and those which may accept the in- @ 
vitation, namely, the American Lutheran Church, the Danish Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Free Church, the Norwegian Lu- 
oe Church, the Suomi Synod, and the United Evangelical Lutheran 

urch. 


The constitutional convention at Utrecht did not fix finally 
the manner of allocating seats in the Assembly and in the Central 
Committee, but specifically stated that the allocations set down are 
"provisional". This suggests that change in the manner of alloca- 
tion may become desirable in the light of further experience and 
information. Under this warrant your petitioners respectfully re- 
quest a change in the manner of allocation, so far as it applies to 
your petitioners. . 


It will be observed that in the "provisional" allocation, both 
of seats in the: Assembly and of those in the Central Committee, three 
different principles have been employed. One is the principle of 
representation by Churches, as in the case of ‘the Orthodox Churches 
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throughout the world". Another is the principle of representation 
by territorial regions, as in the case of nearly all the other 
Churches. And the third is representation "designated by the 
World Confessional organizations", as in the case of "minority 
churches which in the judgment of the Central Committee are not 
granted adequate representation" by either of the other two methods. 


Your petitioners simply ask for an extension of the first of 
these principles, namely, representation by Churches, so that it may 
apply to Lutheran Churches throughout the world which may desire to 
employ it. We believe that if this petition is granted, it will 
eliminate the necessity for the third principle, that concerning 
minority Churches, so far as Lutheran Churches are concerned. 


In order to define our position let me say: 


(1) We do not ask that any World Confessional organization of 
Lutherans become a member of the World Council or be 
represented by the World Council. 


(2) We do not ask for disproportionate representation of Lu- 
therans from any country or in any category; and 


(3) We do not insist that other Churches or Confessional 
groups must be represented in this way. 


(4) We merely ask that the first of the three principles of 
representation be extended so as to apply to the Luther- 
an Churches which chose to use it. 


Our reasons for this request are two : 


I. Because of what the World Council professes to be 


1. Both the constitution and the explanatory memorandum which was 
sent to the Churches when they were invited to join the Council 
clearly indicate that the Council is a fellowship of Churches, 
It is not a platform for contacts among regional segments of 
Christendom, not an ecclesiastical League of Nations. It was 
to the Churches that the invitations went, not to the Christians 
of the Continent of Europe, or to the Christians of Great Brit- 
ain and Eire, and so forth. It was the Churches as individual 
ecclesiastical bodies that joined the Council. The logic of 
this would seem to be that any representation in.the Council or 
its parts should be by Churches or groups of Churches rather 
than by regional segments of Christendom or some other device. 


2. The continuation Committees of Faith-and-Order and Life-and-Work 
may have found it convenient to work in geographical sections, 
but they are not truly representative of the Churches and the 
Churches as such do not feel any direct responsibility for their 
work. If the ecumenical movement is to be saved from becoming 
just another Christian movement above and outside the Churches, 
a mere platform’where ecumenical specialists from various pol- 
itical divisions of the world meet together as private individ- 
uals, the World Council must be constituted directly, not in- 


— 


= 16 a 


directly of the Churches which have accepted membership, and 
the Churches as such must directly appoint their represent- 
atives and determine the policies of the Council,- 


If the logic of this is granted and if the member-churches as 
such are permitted to determine their own way of choosing the 
quota of representatives assigned to them in any category, the 
Lutheran Churches which join in this petition propose to proceed 
through their "World Confessional Organization", to choose their 
representatives, That is to say, they will employ a combina- 
tion of the first and third principles of representation pro- 
vided by the present constitution. 


In this way the proposed amendment will help the World Council 


to be what it professes to be. © 
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II. Because of what the World Council proposes to do. 


One important function of the World Council will always be to 
mobilize the witness of the Church of Christ for concrete pro- 
phetic action, both in general and in particular cases. The 
Lutheran Churches uniting in this petition are strongly con- 
vinced that they can bear their witness with more effect and can 
contribute to ecumenical prophetic action with more force if they 
are permitted to do this in unison within the World Council than 
if they act separately and apart from the World Council. This 
witness to the Christian truth as they see it, whether in an 
occasional message or in a continuing testimony, the Lutheran 
Churches of the world can best achieve through harmony. of voice 
among themselves; and their cooperation in common Christian ac- 
tion they can best accomplish through a solidarity of official 
representatives chosen directly by themselves. 


Moreover, it is our conviction that the World Council itself wil® 
move more quickly and more certainly toward a united testimony 
before the world if the Churches themselves associated in con- 
fessional groups are permitted to speak frankly with one another 
in friendly comparison of views, - far more quickly and more cer- 
tainly than if Christians speak with one another as national or 
geographical groups. The way to a united Christian testimony 
before the world of today would be rendered even more difficult 

by sectionalism than by sectarianism. 


We realize that certain benefits to the Christian cause are 


to be gained by the exchange of experiences and ideas not only across 
confessional boundaries but also across national and regional boun- 
daries; but we are convinced that this exchange can be achieved more 
effectively within "World Confessional organizations" (Constitution) 
than through international gatherings representing the various pol- 
itical or territorial divisions of the world. 
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3. Through this principle of confessional representation in the 
Assembly and the Central Committee, it seems certain that the 
interests of the minority churches of the Lutheran confession 
will be adequately provided for. Moreover, it seems certain 
that if this petition is granted at least six additional Luther- 
an Churches in America will at once accept the invitation to 
join the World Council and help bear a united Christian testi- 
mony. : 

In these ways the suggested amendment will help the World 

Council to do what it proposes to do. 


We are persuaded that this extension of the principle of Con- 
fessional representation can be made and that it can be achieved with- 
out upsetting the geographical balance within the World Council or 
its parts and without inequity to any of the other interests of the 
World Council. We have carefully considered the practical difficul- 
ties that on first thought might seem to stand in the way of grant- 
ing this petition, and we are prepared to consider them in further 
detail with any sub-committee that might be appointed for the purpose." 


(Presented by Dr. Abdel WENTZ, 
for the American Section,L.W.C., 
February 1946.) 


Yugoslavia (Memorandum by Dr. Paul Turcan, Senior, of Kisac (Backa), 
Yugoslavia. - In a letter of June 2lst, 1946, Dr. Paul Turcan, who 
. was President of the 2nd Lutheran World Congress at Copenhagen, in 
1929, reports that at present the Lutheran Evangelical diocese of 
Backa is practically the only Lutheran Yugoslav parish left since the 
German Lutherans are no longer there. Some Lutheran dissenters 
(Hungarians, Serbs, Germans) of Novi Urbas (3-400 out of 8-9,000) 
have taken refuge in the Yugoslav Lutheran diocese at Backa. The 
diocese has voted, almost unanimously, to admit them. The Lutheran 
parishes at Subatica, Sombor, and St. Becej (all non-Slovakians) 

are on friendly relations with the Backa diocese. 


Dr. Turcan continues as follows, as regards material needs 
etc. 3 = 


"Churches and other ecclesiastical buildings have been ruined 
by German and Hungarian soldiers. Bingula and Kisac were 
burned. Most of the income of pastors and lay-servants was 
lost through the agrarian reforn. This seems justified from 
a social point of view, since the state has given this land 
to our poor fellow-Protestants. Many of our pastors 
(15-20 %) are leaving our parishes and taking up work as 
professors or in other capacities, in order to ensure the 
material existence of their families. The state no longer 
gives material aid (pensions etc.) to pastors or lay-workers, 
as formerly. The church is now separated from the state. 
Religious instruction is reduced to 1 hour per week, be- 
cause the schools are no longer ecclesiastical. The Nazis 
killed our Slovakian Lutheran pastor, Etienne Valent, at 
Hajdusica, the curate of our Church, Jean Abelovsky, as well 
as 8 others who became martyrs at Kisac. 
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This has caused us much grief.and difficulty in retain- 
ing brotherly relations with German Lutherans. Yet we do 
wish to remain all brothers with our fellow Protestants, be- 
cause to Jesus Christ our Lord it is all the same, whether we 
are Jews, Greeks, Slovaks, or Germans. We are all one in 
Jesus Christ. 


For twenty years I have edited the Lutheran journal "Nady" 
(Hope). During the occupation this paper was forbidden, but 
the Yugoslav authorities now permit it to appear again. 


We are helping our fellow-Protestant prisoners of war. 
We enjoy the freedom of religion in our native tongue, May 
God spare us more grave ordeals." 


MISCELLANY. 


The Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Convention 
will meet in Uppsala, Sweden, from July 24-26. The meeting was 
called by the acting President, Archbishop Erling Eidem of Uppsala. 
Those invited are : = Bishop Max von Bonsdorf, of Finland; 

Dr. Olaf Moe, of Norway; Rev. Dr. Alfred Jørgensen, of Denmark; 

Dr. Karl Ihmels, Dr. Ernst Sommerlath, and Bishop Hans Meiser of 
Germany; Dr. Ralph H. Long, Dr. Franklin C. Fry, Bishop J.A. Aas- 
gaard, and Dr. Abdel Wentz, from America; and Dr. S. C. Michel- 
felder, acting Secretary, from Geneva. Drs. Fry, Long and Michel- 
felder will also visit Finland and Poland. These three plan to 
return to America on August 6th, by air from Stockholm. Dr. Michel@® 
felder expects to return to Geneva in mid-September. 


p Report from Hungary shows the inflation of the pengo 
in 1940 : - 


For 25 ¢ - 1 Swiss frane - 1 Swedish krone : 


February : 138,700 P. - March : 608,000 P, - 
April : 2,913,000 P. - May : 44,200,000 P., - 
June lst : 6,131,000,000 P. 


With this inflation pastors' and teachers' salaries have al- 
most vanished. They can live only as they sell something which 
still has value, or receive aid from the outside world. 
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Working Together. 


The Church of Denmark wanted to give a barrack church to 
Pastor Van Heest's congregation in Tiel, Holland. The barrack 
building was in Switzerland. The Danish Church could not get 
permission to send money to Switzerland but was willing to pay for 
this church with Danish food. Through the Material Aid Division 
and the Reconstruction Department of the World Council of Churches, 
Dr. Michelfelder arranged for the payment of the $5,000 for the 
barrack church for Holland. The building has been sent and will 
be received as a gift of the Danish Church. Through the Food Com- 
mittee in Denmark, of which Dr. Jörgensen is Chairman, food parcels 
for an equivalent amount have been ordered and will be sent to 
Bishop Ordass for distribution to the needy people of Hungary. Thus, 
by co-operation through Geneva, the Danish people gave a church 
and the American Lutherans gave food to Hungary. 


THE WOODCARVER AT NIENDORF HOSPITAL 


I don't know his name. He was sitting at a small table in 
the sick-room. Both his legs were paralyzed and he couldn't move 
at all. Once he was a farmer, with no special education. Some 
knives were lying on the table and he held a figure in his hand - a 
woodcarving. "Have you done that before ?” "No, but I have al- 
ways been interested in it. On a farm there is very little time 
for hobbies. Now I have plenty of time, I can't walk any more, 
but I can use my hands". Yes, he could: he was a born artist. 

The small child Jesus was lying on the straw. Joseph, Mary, the 
Three Kings, the shepherds, the ass and other animals were standing 
around, looking at the child, the Saviour of the world, the last 
hope of mankind. What an exhibition ! For me,if was a service, 
Much work - hundreds of hours - half a year, he had worked with 
these figures with patience, love, and faith. He knew these peo- 
ple. He had lived with them and he was living with them; he had 
taken them out of the wood and made them living persons, to whom he 
talked and whispered during his work. He was standing at the crib 
himself, praising and thanking the Lord for his gift to the earth 
that Christmas night. There was no doubt in his heart. For him 
these things were realities and he knew the secret of being a child 
of God. I was on the point of asking if he were going to sell this 
erib. But the words wouldn't come. As if he had guessed my 
thoughts, he said: "I am making them for a church at Lübeck, One 
day you will find them on the altar in the Lübeck church," And I 
will find them, and I will always see that young, crippled man, sit- 
ting at his table, with a peaceful face and with a careful hand 
giving life to the figures, done with his hands but inspired of God, 
His work, and not his work - his last remark: "I am only a ser- 
vant," 


(Reported by one who saw him.) 


